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to go abroad, but that he lacked the necessary funds, I
gave Manuilov 500 rubles with the understanding that he
would see Gapon out of Russia.   Some time later I was
again asked to allow (lapon to return to Russia.   It was
asserted that, in view of his influence on the workmen, he
could be exceedingly useful in the struggle against the anar-
chists and revolutionists.   My reply was to the eficct that
I would never have anything to do with that man.  In
March, H)<)6, I heard from Minister Durnovo that Gapon
was 5n Finland and that Kachkovsky, the chief of the Secret
Service, was negotiating with him about his, Gapon's, pro-
posal to betray the entire lighting organisation of the central
revolutionary committee into the hands of the Government
Gapon asked 100,000 rubles for that service; Rachkovsky
offered 25,000,   I observed that the price was a matter of
no importance but that generally I had no confidence in the
man*   I next heard that he had been assassinated in Finland,
After the January disaster events followed with ominous
rapidity, and by September, 1905, when I returned from
my peace mission In America, the revolution was in full
swing.    A great deal of harm was done by the press,
' Having started to get out of hand at the beginning of the
war, the press grew bolder and bolder as defeat followed
upon defeat in the East, and in the month preceding October
17th it kicked over the traces altogether, not only the liberal,-
but also the conservative organs.   Although not with the
same ultimate ends in view, all preached revolution in one
way or another and adopted the same slogans:   "Down
with this base, inefficient government1*   "Down with the
bureaucracy 1"   uDown with the present regime I"   The
St. Petersburg papers, which had set the pace for the whole
Russian press and still do, though not to such a great extent,
emancipated themselves completely from the censorship and
went so far as to form an alliance based upon a tacit agree-
ment to disregard the censpr's orders.   Almost all the news-